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Abstract: While most transnational corporations are headquartered in Europe or North America, corporate-related hu-
man rights violations and environmental harms predominantly occur in low-income countries, where most companies
operate. In many of these countries, however, the capacity to secure socioeconomic rights may at times be limited, and
access to a real comprehensive remedy may be unavailable or ineffective. In light of the significant power exerted by
corporations operating away from their home jurisdiction, the home state may instead assume a fundamental role in
protecting the rights of individuals affected by the activities of corporations under its jurisdiction and control precisely
by regulating their behaviour and ensuring compliance. As recognised by various human rights bodies, States bear ex-
traterritorial human rights obligations where they are able to influence situations beyond their territory through the
regulation of corporate actors domiciled within their jurisdiction. Although traditionally approached with caution, extra-
territorial human rights obligations of States have gained increasing recognition in certain human rights fora over the
past two decades. Nevertheless, their scope, legal basis, and limits remain unsettled, shaped by divergent jurisprudence,
neo-colonial criticisms and, most prominently, States’ reluctance to fully accept them. This seminar examines extrater-
ritorial human rights obligations by analysing how universal and regional human rights bodies have interpreted their
scope. It does so with a view to reassessing the debate on their possible consolidation through the emerging Business
and Human Rights framework at both European and domestic levels, while accounting for their potential unintended
and counterproductive effects.

Luca Mauro: Luca Mauro is an LL.M. graduate in Transnational Law from King’s College London and holds a Law degree
(single cycle master’s degree) cum laude from the University of Bologna. He was awarded the Dickson Poon School of
Law Prize for Best Student on the LL.M. in Transnational Law (2024—2025). His research focuses on business and human
rights and extraterritorial human rights obligations, as well as on the law of state responsibility related to international
human rights law and international humanitarian law.

Prof. Ludovica Chiussi Curzi: (PhD, University of Oslo; University of Bologna) is Associate Professor of International Law
at the University of Bologna, Department of Legal Studies. She has been Lead Trainer of the Course on Human Rights
and the Environment at the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights (2020-2025). She
has also been a Visiting Fellow at the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law, University of Cambridge (UK), the Co-
lumbia Center on Sustainable Investment, Columbia University (New York), and Sciences Po Law School (Paris).

She serves as Expert to the Office of the State Attorney of the Republic of Italy in proceedings before the European Court
of Human Rights and in investor—State arbitration, and regularly acts as counsel before international courts and tribu-
nals. Ludovica is a member of the International Law Association Committee on Business and Human Rights and has
published across several fields of international law, including international human rights law, international environmen-
tal law, international investment law, and business and human rights.

SustainEUorPlanet The Project, coordinated by the Jean Monnet Chair Prof. Elisa Baroncini, proposes an interdisciplinary
and critical analysis of the EU's international policies and legal frameworks directed to economic and social fairness,
respect for the environment, access to clean energy and essential goods, while looking for security to overcome geopo-
litical tensions and asymmetries. SustainEUorPlanet has a twofold purpose. On one side, it offers a set of activities en-
visaging the promotion of a ruling and academic class of excellence, involving EU, national and international civil serv-
ants, politicians, NGOs, local businesses and public administration. On the other side, SustainEUorPlanet shows the lead-
ing role of the EU as a global actor in constantly promoting a sustainable agenda for trade, environment, energy and
climate policies, highlighting the importance of economic operators' accountability and the relevance that EU citizens
can have in shaping and enforcing EU's external tools through participation and transparency. Likewise, the Project fo-
cuses on political security policies in world economy. More information available on the Project’s website and on
LinkedlIn.
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