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SustainEUorPlanet — Jean Monnet Chair Project

presents

SustainEUorPlanet Seminars in Bologna

Monday 4 May 2026, 13:00-17:00 (CET)
Sala delle Feste, Palazzo Malvezzi Campeggi, via Zamboni, 22, Bologna

Book Presentation

“Economic Sanctions from
Havana to Baghdad:
Legitimacy, Accountability, and
Humanitarian Consequences’’

Edited by

Prof. Joy Gordon

Ignacio Ellacuria, S.J. Chair in Social Ethics
Philosophy Department and School of Law
Loyola University

The Editor Prof. Joy Gordon discusses with

Prof. Clara Portela (University of Valencia)

Prof. Emanuela Carbonara (University of Bologna)

Prof. Alessandra Castellini (University of Bologna)

Dr. Josefine Petrick (Bourse & Bazaar Foundation)

Dr. Francesco Salesio Schiavi (Middle East Institute Switzerland (MEIS))

Introductory Remarks: Prof. Federico Casolari (Director of the Department of
Legal Studies, University of Bologna)

Moderator: Prof. Elisa Baroncini, SustainEUorPlanet Jean Monnet Chair
(University of Bologna)

The seminars are organised as part of the activities of the SustainEUorPlanet — Jean Monnet Chair Project, co-funded by
the European Union. For information regarding the seminars, please contact: pavel.tikhonov2@unibo.it
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Abstract of the book: Economic sanctions have been imposed on dozens of countries and thousands of individuals,
triggering humanitarian crises and creating economic chaos, often with little accountability. Sanctions can cause
particular harm to vulnerable populations, including women, children, migrants, and the poor. Economic Sanctions from
Havana to Baghdad: Legitimacy, Accountability, and Humanitarian Consequences addresses a range of issues in the
design and implementation of the economic sanctions regimes that emerged in the post-Cold War era. Drawing on cases
from Venezuela, Iran, Iraq, Syria, Cuba, and elsewhere, the chapters in this volume explore issues such as the gendered
effects of sanctions; how migrants are affected; risk assessment practices by inter- national businesses; how sanctions
affect private actors such as banks; and the effects of sanctions on economic development, infrastructure, and access to
healthcare.

Prof. Joy Gordon: holds the Ignacio Ellacuria, S. J. Chair in Social Ethics in the Philosophy Department at Loyola
University-Chicago. She has published extensively in the field of economic sanctions, including Invisible War: The United
States and the Iraq Sanctions (Harvard University Press, 2010). She has published numerous articles in the fields of
philosophy, law, and international relations in the Yale Journal of International Law, Le Monde Diplomatique, Ethics and
International Affairs, Foreign Policy, Harvard International Law Journal, Global Governance, and elsewhere.

Prof. Federico Casolari: Head of the Department of Legal Studies of the University of Bologna (Dean, School of Law). Full
professor of European Union Law at the Alma Mater Studiorum — University of Bologna, where he teaches EU law and
EU Constitutional Law. He currently serves as Chair of the Law Deans Group - The Guild (2024-2026), and is a member
of the Joint Managerial Committee of the China-EU School of Law (CESL), a member of the National Biodiversity Future
Centre and a member of the Interuniversity Centre on the Law of Economic International Organizations. He is also a
member of the Centre for Digital Ethics (CedE) and of the International Research Centre on European Law (CIRDE) of the
University of Bologna and tutor at the Collegio Superiore of the same university (2016-2025). He is the Director of the
Master Programme in European Funds and Funding Projects Expert (MEFFE).

Prof. Clara Portela: Professor of Political Science at the University of Valencia in Spain and a Visiting Professor at OSCE
Academy, having previously served at Singapore Management University and as a research fellow with the European
Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS) in Paris. Her research focuses on multilateral sanctions, EU foreign policy and
arms control. She holds a PhD from the European University Institute and an MA in Political Science from the Free
University of Berlin. Her work received the THESEUS Award for Promising Research on European Integration. Clara
Portela has advised the European Economic and Social Committee, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Spain and the Office
of the President of Finland, among others.

Prof. Emanuela Carbonara: Full Professor of Economic Policy and Vice-Director at the Department of Sociology and
Business Law of the University of Bologna, and Adjunct Professor at SAIS Europe (Johns Hopkins University). She is
Managing Editor of the International Review of Law and Economics. Her research focuses on law and economics,
behavioral economics, and labor economics, with particular attention to the economic consequences of regulatory
interventions and geopolitical shocks. She has extensively studied the effectiveness and economic impact of sanctions,
analysing their effects on welfare, productivity, trade flows, and firm behaviour in both sanctioning and sanctioned
countries. She has held visiting positions at the University of Haifa, George Mason University, the University of
Amsterdam, and the University of East Anglia. She is a member of the Advisory Board of the European Association of
Law and Economics and a founding member of the Italian Society of Law and Economics. She holds a DPhil in Economics
from the University of Oxford and a PhD in Economics from Bocconi University.

Prof. Alessandra Castellini: an Associate Professor of Agricultural Economics and Appraisal at the Department of
Agricultural and Food Sciences (Alma Mater Studiorum - University of Bologna). She earned a PhD in “Agricultural
Economics and Policy” and teaches Strategic Management, Economics of international agro-industrial markets, and
Principles of Economics. Main research interests: the study of the agrifood markets (consumers’ behaviour; technical-
economic analysis of production systems, value chain mapping and GVCs); rural appraisal tools for flood management.
She is currently involved in international projects (such as HEU, and with NGOs) and in PNRR Agritech project. She is a
member of the Editorial Board of the Food Economy Journal. She is a member of the University Quality Committee of
the University of Bologna.

Dr. Josefine Petrick: a Policy Fellow at the Bourse & Bazaar Foundation, where she focuses on research related to the
Bologna Initiative on Sanctions Relief. She recently graduated from the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced



5 S Co-funded by
S U Sta ! n E U r p I an Qt A STUDIORUM | opARTIENTO. the European Union

International Studies (SAIS) in Bologna with a Master’s degree in International Affairs. Her work explores the political
and economic determinants of global health equity, and her master’s thesis examined the effects of sanctions on access
to medicines. Josefine previously studied at Maastricht University and the University of California, Berkeley. She has
experience in policy evaluation, public sector consulting, and strategy development through her work with Berlin-based
consultancies and the European Medicines Agency. From 2020 to 2023, she also founded and led an international youth
empowerment organization.

Dr. Francesco Salesio Schiavi: an independent Middle East analyst and consultant specializing in the international
relations and security architecture of the Levant and the Gulf. His expertise includes military and diplomatic interventions
by international actors in the Middle East, as well as the military technologies of leading regional actors in this sector
(Turkey, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Iran). He is a non-resident fellow at the Middle East Institute of Switzerland (MEIS),
an advisor to the Rome Office of TRENDS Research & Advisory, and a contributor to several international outlets,
including Al-Monitor, Amwaj, The New Arab, and the NATO Defense College Foundation. In 2025, he served as Project
Coordinator of the Bologna Initiative on Sanctions Relief for the Bourse & Bazaar Foundation at Johns Hopkins University
SAIS in Bologna. Earlier in his career, he was a researcher at the Middle East and North Africa Centre of the Italian
Institute for International Political Studies (ISP1) and coordinated the scientific team of Rome MED — Mediterranean
Dialogues for five years. From 2023 to 2024, he also served as an advisor to the Steering Committee of the Euromesco
Annual Conference, organized by the European Institute of the Mediterranean in partnership with the Spanish Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in History, a Master of Arts in Global History and Oriental Studies from
the University of Bologna, and a Postgraduate Master in International Relations of the Middle East (MIMES) from ASERI,
Catholic University of the Sacred Heart in Milan.

Prof. Elisa Baroncini: Full Professor of International Law, Elisa Baroncini is a Member of the Permanent Court of
Arbitration at The Hague (since October 2025). She has been elected (December 2023) Member of the Executive Council
of the Society of International Economic Law (SIEL) and, in 2019, she founded DIEcon, the Interest Group on International
Economic Law of the Italian Society of International Law (SIDI), which she currently coordinates after having been Co-
Chair of the Interest Group on International Economic Law of the European Society of International Law for ten years
(2013-2022). Member of the Scientific Council of the Institute of Advanced Studies (ISA) of the Alma Mater Studiorum —
Universita di Bologna, in June 2022 Elisa Baroncini was appointed by the European Commission “TSD Expert” to settle
disputes within the Trade and Sustainable Development Chapters (TSD Chapters) of the new EU Trade Agreements, and,
in May 2025, accepted by the International Law Association to be member of the ILA Committee on the Contributions
of International Law to the Global Sustainable Development Goals and the Post-2030 Agenda. In May 2023, she was
appointed by the Italian Government as an Independent Non-executive Director on the Board of Administration of Eni
S.p.a., the Italian energy company. Elisa holds a cum laude Law Degree and a PhD in EU Law from the University of
Bologna. After many years of EU Law and International Law teaching, she currently teaches International Trade and
Investment Law (Re-Globe), International Law on Sustainable Development, and International Energy Law in Bologna
and Ravenna, has been Visiting Professor at the China-EU School of Law, speaker in many international conferences,
Visiting Researcher at the European University Institute. Elisa, currently Jean Monnet Chair of the Project
SustainEUorPlanet (2025-2028), coordinates and participates in international, EU, and national research projects: inter
alia Coordinator of the Jean Monnet Module Re-Globe (2022-2025), the Seed Funding Una Europa Project
ImprovEUorGlobe (2023), the Seed Funding Una Europa Project WHC@50 (2022), the Projects “L'Organizzazione
mondiale del commercio quale protagonista dello sviluppo sostenibile nel rilancio del sistema multilaterale” (2024-2025)
and “Il sistema multilaterale degli scambi come piattaforma per affrontare le sfide globali: gli Accordi e le Iniziative
plurilaterali dell’lOMC quali strumenti di governance del nuovo ordine economico mondiale” (2025-2026), both financed
by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. She published extensively on EU External Relations Law, EU Trade Policy, and
International Economic Law, mainly in English and Italian. Her main fields of research include: the WTO reform process;
the relation between free trade and non-trade values; transparency in International Economic Law; the role of the
European Parliament and the European Commission in the conclusion of international trade and investment
agreements; EU trade policy and the Sustainable Development Goals of the UN 2030 Agenda; the bilateral dispute
settlement mechanisms of the new EU Trade Agreements; UNESCO and International Economic Law; critical minerals
and International Economic Law; International and EU Energy Law.

SustainEUorPlanet: The Project proposes an interdisciplinary and critical analysis of the EU's international policies and
legal frameworks directed to economic and social fairness, respect for the environment, access to clean energy and
essential goods, while looking for security to overcome geopolitical tensions and asymmetries. SustainEUorPlanet has a
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twofold purpose. On one side, it offers a set of activities envisaging the promotion of a ruling and academic class of
excellence, involving EU, national and international civil servants, politicians, NGOs, local businesses and public
administration. On the other side, SustainEUorPlanet shows the leading role of the EU as a global actor in constantly
promoting a sustainable agenda for trade, environment, energy and climate policies, highlighting the importance of
economic operators' accountability and the relevance that EU citizens can have in shaping and enforcing EU's external
tools through participation and transparency. Likewise, the Project focuses on political security policies in world
economy. More information available on the Project’s website and on LinkedIn.



